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Genius on the Edge was written by:

E. Gerald Imber
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Who said, “Surgery would be delightful if  you did 

not have to operate?”

B. W. S. Halsted
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The surgeon that operated on Dr. Halsted was:

B. Richard Follis

How Well Do You Know 

Halsted History? 





During his career, Dr. Halsted trained how many 

residents?

A. 17
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Dr. Halsted succumbed to:

C. gallstones
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The “Big Four” at Johns Hopkins included all of  the 

following except:

E. Benjamin Rush
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In scrubbing for an operation, Halsted did a final 

5-minute finger-to-elbows dip in:

C. mercuric chloride
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The medical students and residents often quietly 

referred to Dr. Halsted as:

C. The Professor
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In the operating room at Hopkins, Halsted was 

known for his:

D. slow-paced operations
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In his Baltimore living quarters, Halsted was always 

within arms reach of:

B. Pall Mall Cigarettes
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Dr. Halsted and his wife, Caroline Hampton, had 

how many children:

A. 0
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Dr. Halsted’s preferred hobby at High Hampton 

was:

C. astronomy
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Elizabeth Randall, “Miss Bessie”, was Dr. 

Halsted’s:

A. mistress
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Dr. Halsted’s first publication addressed the topic 

of:

B. intestinal incarceration
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Hopkins medical students often used the terms 

“shifting dullness” to describe which of  the 

following Halsted activities:

A. ward rounds
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Which of  the following residents left the surgical 

service for his dislike of  Halsted?

E. Hardy Phippen
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Halsted’s Baltimore home was:

B. 1201 Eutaw Place
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Nip and Tuck were a pair of  _________ in the 

Halsted home

B. dachshunds
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Dr. Halsted’s favorite after dinner drink was:

C. Turkish coffee
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Caroline Hampton is aptly described as:

B. muscular and mechanically 

minded
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Halsted’s partner in laboratory studies was:

C. Franklin Mall
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In 1913, Halsted became a full-time faculty with a 

salary of:

B. $10,000
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Despite significant experimental study and prolific 

writing, Halsted and team made little progress in 

the treatment of:

D. vascular aneurysms
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Halsted did his surgical training at:

A. Bellevue
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Halsted was cremated and his ashes were interred 

where:

a. New York Harbor*

b. High Hampton

c. Baltimore Harbor

d. Johns Hopkins Hospital

e. Virginia Blue Ridge Mountains
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